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ON THE 


VIRTUES AND PROPERTIES 


OF THE 


GINSENG TEA. 


A 5 it is a duty incumbent on every man to 

contribute all the good in his power to ſo- 
ciety, I am happy in having an opportunity to 
fulfil this duty ; but more particularly ſo, when the 
benefit I have to offer reſpects their health; a bleſ- 
ſing far ſuperior to every other worldly poſſeſſion, 
and without which neither the pleaſures or com- 
forts of life can poſſibly be enjoyed. 


But though the preſervation of health is thus va- 


luable, the means ſo often offered to the public to 


preſerve 


66 * 


preſerve i it are not ſo certain. On the contrary, 


every one of the leaſt humanity muſt be ſhocked at 
the daily inroads made upon the purſes and conſti- 
tutions of the unſuſpecting public, by men as unac- 
quainted with the qualities of their noſtrums, as they 
are heedleſs of their effects. Conſcious, however, 
I am not of this number, which I hope to bring 
other proofs of than my own affertion, I beg leave 
to offer to the public the Ginſeng Tea. 


In ſhort, without meaning to enter into a phy- 


ſical analyſis of all the properties of the Ginſeng 
Tea, which would be offering little leſs than a jar- 
gon to thoſe out of the profeſſion, I am warranted. 
to ſay, that as the preſervation and reſtoration of, 
health form the greateſt bleſſing of life, I can both 
from a chemical proceſs of this, as well as the moſt 
repeated and confirmed experience of its effects, 
(which the ſubſequent atteſtations to this Eſſay will 
fully prove) recommend it as one of thoſe bene- 
ficent diſpenſations of Providence, which in its 
various bounties, it has been graciouſly pleaſed to 
beſtow upon mankind, | 4 cen 

8 £ The 


1 
- The Ginſeng Tea is a ſovereign remedy for all 
weakneſſes, occaſioned by exceſſive fatigues either 
of body or mind; that it diſſolves pituitous hu- 
mours ; that it cures weakneſs of the lungs and pleu- 
riſy; that it ſtops vomitings ; that it ſtrengthens the 
ſtomach, and helps the appetite ; that it diſperſes 
fumes or vapours ; that it fortifies the breaſt, and 
is a remedy for ſhort and weak breathing ; that it 


ſtrengthens the vital ſpirits, and increaſes lymph in | 


the blood; in ſhort, that it is good againſt dizzineſs 
of the head, and dimneſs of the ſight ; and that it 
prolongs life in old age. 


As a medicine it is good for the jaundice, and 
all bilious caſes; leproſy, ſcurvy, malignant ſcur- 
vy, heQtic fevers, conſumptions, conſumptive weak- 
neſſes, and univerſally decayed habits of conſtitu- 
tion; female weakneſſes, &c. for the dry gripes 
and conſtipations of the bowels ; ſtranguary, heat, 
and difficulty of making urine ; ſea ſcurvy, yel- 
low fever, dry gripings, and other diſorders inci- 
dent to mariners, as well as all thoſe who reſide in 
warm climates, y 


As 


3 

As ſalt diet, ſea air, and other concurring cir- 
cumſtances, bring on moſt of the above complaints, 
this tea will be found the beſt preſervative againſt 
ſuch diſorders. All captains in his Majeſty's navy, 
merchants ſhips, and particularly thoſe in the Gui- 
nea and ſlave- trade, are therefore earneſtly re- 
queſted not to be without a ſufficient quantity of tlits 
tea, as it has been found, upon repeated trials, to 
be the eaſieſt, ſpeedieſt, and moſt effeQual re- 
medy, that has hitherto been adopted; by taking 
a tea-ſpoonſul of the tea, and putting it into a tea- 
pot or baſon, covering it cloſe, and letting i it ſtand 


a little, make it the ſame as you do other tea; it 
will draw very well, and have the colour of fine 
green tea. It ſhould be uſed without intermiſſion, 
while at fea, by all thoſe who are ſubjeR to the ſcur- 
vy, or have the ſmalleſt appearance of it in the habit 
or conſtitution, they will be ſoon relieved from their 
danger ; by which means a whole ſhip's crew, or a 
whole fleet, may be effeQually preſerved from the 
ravages of this cruel diſtemper in the longeſt voy- 
ages, always obſerving to drink it, and not by any 
means drink the other tea, 


Some 


e 
Some of the moſt diſtinguiſhed men in the phy- 
ſical world have pointed out the evils that ariſe, 


and the injury that our conſtitutions and health 
daily ſuffer, from the general uſe of common teas. 

Dr. Lettſom, whoſe integrity as a man do ho- 
nour to his abilities as a phyſician, has taken great 


pains to convince an unthinking world, how much 


they deſtroy their faculties, and conſequently their 


peace of mind, by the general uſe of an article that 
can only be conſidered among the luxuries of life, 
and has convinced the world of it by a variety of 
experiments. He particularly ſays, © That in the 
« cavity of the abdomen and cellular membrane of 
« a frog, he injefted about three drachms of the 


A 


te wiſtilled odorous water. In twenty minutes, 


* one hind leg of the frog appeared much affected, 
« and a general loſs of motion and ſenſibility ſuc- 
« ceeded. The affection of the limb continued 
e for four hours, and the univerſal torpidity re- 
« mained above nine hours ; aſter this the animal 
0 gradually recovered its former vigour. To the 
* iſchatic nerves laid bare, and to the cavity of 
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e 
the abdomen of a frog, he applied ſome of the 
diſtilled odorous water; in the ſpace of half an 
hour, the hindermoſt extremities became alto- 
gether paralytic and inſenſible; and in about an 
hour afterwards the frog died. 


5 Amongſt the leſs hardy and robuſt,” we find 
complaints both in one ſex and the other which 
are aſcribed to the tea, by the parties them- 
ſelves. Some. complain, that after a tea break- 
faſt they find themſelves rather fluttered, their 
hand leſs ſteady in writing, or any other employ 
that requires an exact command; this probably 
ſoon goes off, and they feel no other effect from 


it. Others again bear it well in the morning; 


but from drinking it in the afternoon, find them- 


ſelves very eaſily agitated and affected with 


a kind of involuntary trembling. There are 


many who cannot bear to drink a ſingle diſh 


of tea, without being immediately ſick and diſ- 
ordered at the ſtomach: to ſome it gives great 
pain about that part, very excruciating, and at- 
tended with general tremors. But in general 
| « the 


/ 


„„ 


« the moſt tender and delicate conſtuutions are "al 


« moſt affected by the free uſe of tea; being fre- 


te quently attacked with pains in the ſtomach and 


© bowels; ſpaſmodic affections, attended with pale 

« and limpid urine in large quantities; great agi- 

er tation of ſpirits, and a proneneſs to be diſcon- 

* certed with the leaſt noiſe, hurry, or diſturb- 
* ANCEC. | 


« An eminent phyſician ſays, if he drinks tea 
« in the forenoon, it affects his ſtomach with an 


cc unealy ſenſation for ſeveral hours afterwards, 


and entirely takes away his appetite for food at 

« dinner; if he drinks a ſingle diſh of tea in the 

* afternoon, it affefts him in the ſame manner, 

e and deprives him of ſleep for three or four hours 
« through the ſucceeding night. It may be re- 
« marked, that opium has nearly the ſame effect 

e upon him as tea. | 


ed, 


% 


“A young man of a delicate conſtitution, had 


« tried many powerful remedies in vain, for a de- 


A 


* preſſion of ſpirits, which rendered his ſituation 


B 2 c dangerous 


—— . — OSENS 


( 12 ) 

4 dangerous to himſelf and thoſe about him, by 
bringing him to a ſtate of melancholy ; I found 
« he drank tea very plentifully, and therefore re- 
« queſted him to ſubſtitute another kind of diet, 
e which he complied with, and afterwards gradu- 
ally recovercd his uſual health; ſome weeks after 
« this, having a large preſent of fine green tea ſent 
tc him, he drank a conſiderable quantity of the in- 
« fuſion for that and the following day; this was 
« ſucceeded by his former dejeQtion and melan- 
« choly, with loſs of memory, tremblings a prone- 
« neſs to great agitation. from the moſt triffling 
« circumſtances, and a numerous train of nervous 
+ ailments. Iſaw him again, and he immediately 
c attributed his complaints to the tea he had 
% drank; ſince which he has carefully denied him- 
« ſelf the ſame indulgence, and now enjoys his 
former health, 


„J have known many other inſtances, where 
« lefs degrees of depreſſion, and other complaints 
depending upon a relaxed irritable habit, have 
attended delicate people for many years; and 

« though 


(#8) 
« though they have had che advice of ſkilful phyſi- 
« cjans, yet in vain have remedies been admini- 


« ſtered, till the patient has reſtrained from the 
« infuſion of this fragrant exotic. But juſtice 


« demands ſomething more. It ſtands charged. 


« by many able writers, by public opinion, partly 


« derived from experience, with being the cauſe 


« of many grievous diſorders; all that train of dif. 
« tempers included under the name of nervous, 


e are ſaid to be, if not the offspring, atleaſt highly 


« aggravated by the uſe of tea.” To enumerate 


all theſe, would be to tranſcribe volumes. 


« Miſs Charlotte Newman, daughter of Charles 
« Newman, Eſq. was extremely fond of drinking 
« o1n-powder tea, and after ſhe had drank her 
cc breakfaſt, ſhe was ſeized with terrible convulſions. 


« in her bowels, which at laſt ended in her death, 


« to the great grief of her family. She was 


«- opened in the preſence of two eminent phyſi- 


e cians, and an eminent ſurgeon, who was aſto- 


„ niſhed when they ſaw that her liver was morti- 
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(14) | 
fied, which they ſaid was the effects of the 
tea. | 


« I am informed likewiſe by a phyſician of long 
and extenſive practice in the city, that he has 


known ſeveral inſtances of a ſpitting of blood 


| having been brought on, by 3 in an air 
loaded with the fine duſt of tea. 


* It is cuſtomary for thoſe who deal largely in 
this article, to mix different kinds together, ſo 
as to ſuit the palates of their cuſtomers in diffe- 
rent places. This is generally performed in the 
back part of their ſhops, ſeveral cheſts perhaps 
being mixed together at the ſame time. Thoſe 


who are much employed in this work, are very 


often ſufferers by it at length; ſome being ſeized 


with ſudden bleedings from the lungs, or from 


the noſtrils ; others attacked with violent coughs, 
ending in conſumptions. Theſe circumſtances 
are chiefly brought in ſight to prove, that beſides - 
* a ſedative relaxing power, there exiſts in tea an 
ative, nn ſubſtagce, which cannot but 
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in many conſtitutions be productive of ſingular 
effects. 


« An eminent tea broker, after having examined 
in one day, upwards of one hundred cheſts of 
tea, by ſmelling at them only, and forcibly, in 
order to diſtingniſh their reſpective qualities, was 
the next day ſeized with a violent giddineſs, 
head-ach, univerſal ſpaſms, and loſs of ſpeech 
and memory. By proper aſſiſtance he recovered 
to a certain degree, but not totally. His ſpeech 
returned, his memory in ſome degree, his 
ſtrength never. He continued, with unequal 
ſteps, gradually loſing ſtrength; a partial para- 
lyſis enſued, then a more general one, and at 
length he died totally infeebled and inſen- 
ſible. 

« An aſſiſtant to a tea broker, had frequently, 


for ſome weeks, complained of pain and giddi- 


« neſs in his head, after examining and mixing 


ce different kinds of tea: the giddineſs was ſome- 


ce times ſo conſiderable, as to render it neceſſary 


« for 
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«for a perſon to attend him, in order to prevent 


« any injury he might ſuffer from falling or other 
« accident. He was bled in the arm freely, but 


without permanent relief; his complaint 're- 


turned as ſoon as he was expoſed to his uſual 


employment; at length he was ad viſed to be 
* electrified, and the ſhocks were directed to his 
« head. The next day his pain was diminiſhed, 
« but the day after cloſed the tragical ſcene. I 
« ſaw him a few hours before he died; he was in- 


« ſenſible; the uſe of his limbs almoſt loſt, and 
« he ſunk very ſuddenly into a fatal apoplexy. 


« From what has been ſaid upon this ſubjeQ, it 
« will very probably appear, that children and 
« very young perſons in general, ſhould as much 
« as poſſible be deterred from the uſe of this infſu- 


« ion. It weakens their ſtomachs, impairs the 


« digeſtive powers, and favors the generation of 


« many diſeaſes. We ſeldom perceive the rudi- 
e ments of ſcrophulous diſeaſes, ſo often as in 
* the weak feeble offspring of the inhabitants of 
« towns; and whoſe breakfaſt and ſupper often 

| “ conſiſts 
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conſiſts of the weak runnings of ordinary tea, 
with its uſual appurtenances. In better families 
it loſes ground, from a knowledge of its inju- 
rious effedts. 


« It ought by no means to be the common diet 
of boarding ſchools ; if it be allowed ſometimes 
as a treat, they ſhould at- the ſame time be in- 
formed, that the conſtant uſe of it would be 


injurious to their health, ſtrength, and conſtitu- 


tion in general. 


te As luxury of every kind has augmented in 
proportion to the increaſe of foreign ſuperfluities, 


it has contributed more or leſs its ſhare towards 


the production of thoſe low nervous diſeaſes, 
which are now ſo frequent. Amongſt theſe 


cauſes, exceſs in ſpirituous liquors 1s one of the 


| moſt conſiderable ; but the firſt riſe of this 


pernicious cuſtom is often owing to the weak- 
neſs and debility of the ſyſtem, brought on by 
the daily habit of drinking tea; the trembling 
hand ſeeks a temporary relief in ſome cordial, in 

| | C order 
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order to refreſh and excite again the enfeebled 


ſyſtem ; whereby ſuch, almoſt by neceſſity, fall 
into a habit of intemperance, and frequently in- 
tail upon their offspring, a variety of diſtempers, 
which otherwiſe would not probably have oc- 
curred. Another bad conſequence reſulting 
from the univerſal cuſtom of tea drinking, par- 
ticularly affett the poor labouring people, whoſe 
daily earnings are ſcanty enough to procure 
them the neceſſary conveniences of life, and 
wholeſome diet; many of theſe, too deſirous of 
vieing with their ſuperiors, and imitating their 
luxuries, throw away their little earnings upon 
this faſhionable herb, and are thereby incon- 


fiderately deprived of the means to purchaſe 


proper wholeſome food for themſelves and their 


families. 


e I have known feveral miſerable families thus 


cc 


cc 


cc 


o 


* 


infatuated, their emaciated children labouring 


under various ailments depending upon indigeſ- 
tion, debility, and relaxation. Some at length 


have been ſo enfeebled, that their limbs have 


cc become 


cc 


cc 


cc 


LY 
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1999 


become diſtorted, their countenance pale, and 


a maraſmus has cloſed the tragedy. Theſe 
effects are not to be attributed ſo much to the 
peculiar properties of this coſtly vegetable, as to 
the want of proper food, which the expence of 


the former deprived theſe poor people from pro- 


curing. I knew a family of this ſtamp, conſiſt- 


ing of a mother and ſeveral children, whole fond- 
neſs. for tea was ſo great, and their earnings ſo 
{mall, that three times a day, as often as their 
meals, which generally conſiſted of the ſame 
articles, they regularly ſent for tea and ſugar, with 
a morſel of bread to ſupport nature; by which 
practice they daily grew more enfeebled; thin 
emaciated habits and weak conſtitutions charac- 
terized this diſtreſſed family, till ſome of the 
children were removed from this baneful nur- 


ſery, who afterwards acquired tolerable health. 


« An ingenious author obſerves, that as much 
ſuperſluous money is expended on tea and ſugar 
in this kingdom, as would maintain four millions 


more of ſubjects in bread. And the author of 
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& the farmer's letters calculates that the entertain- 


« ment of ſipping tea, coſts the poor each time as 
« follows: 


d. 
OLE . 1; 1:11 -a $ 
J ' 
/ ² y ĩ . rom 
* The fuel and wear of the tea equipage o 
| 0 


| 


«© When tea is drank twice a day the annual ex- 
ec pence amounts to 7l. 12s. a head; and the ſame 
« judicious writer eſtimates the bread neceſſary for 
« a labourer's family of five perſons, at 141. 15s. 
« gd. per annum, by which it appears, that the 
« yearly expence of tea, ſugar, &c. for two per- 
« ſons, exceeds that of the neceſſary article of 


« bread, ſufficient for a family of five perſons. 


* It appears alſo from a moderate calculation, 
ff that three millions pounds of tea are annually 


« conſumed 


(84. 


„ conſumed in England; and domeſtic experi- ; 
&« ence teaches us, that with each pound of tea, 
« ten pounds of butter at leaſt are conſumed. 
« Hence the conſumption of butter with this inju- 


« rious aliment, if aliment it may be called, 


* amounts annually to the amazing quantity of | 

* | 
« thirty millions of pounds. It is likewiſe to be 
« premiſed, that at leaſt five gallons of milk, are 


cc 


| neceſſary to procure one pound of butter, This 
| ** being granted, we may conclude farther : ſup- 
poſe one gallon of milk with bread, would ſuffice 
three labouring people for breakfaſt and ſupper, 
and that theſe meals conſtitute half their food, it 
« follows, that from this faſhionable cuſtom of tea } 
* drinking, this kingdom cannot ſupply food for 0 
« ſo many people as it otherwiſe could, were the 
inhabitants to live in a more {imple manner, by 
at leaſt one million. But ſuppoſing we allow 
* half a million for the bread eaten with the milk, 
* and for the uſes of the milk, after the butter has 
“ been taken from it, the deficiency ſtill amounts 


| + 
tte to the amazing number of half a million of 4 | 
people!“ 
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: ( 22 ) 
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A further Inſtance of its remarkable Effect. 


Tux honourable Edward Benham, L. L. D. 
after drinking of his breakfaſt, was ſeized with a 
kind of ſtorpidity, and a great trembling in all his 


joints, which uſed to go off before his dinner, with 
a total loſs of his appetite; and a general lethargy 
ſucceeded, which would laſt four or five hours to- 
gether. And when he awoke, was as it were ter- 
ribly frightened, though nothing apparently was 
the cauſe. Is now happily reſtored to health, by 
the ſole uſe of the Ginſeng Tea. 


„ 


Tur honourable George Gore, was in ſuch a de- 
belitated ſtate, that he was as helpleſs as a new-born 
infant; had taken ſuch a quantity of medicines 
he could take no more. A frenzy or melancholy 


ſeized his brain, and he refuſed ſeeing any more 


phyſicians, Or taking any thing. He went to fo- 
| reign 


( 28 ) 
reign parts for the benefit of his health, but to little 


or no effect. His countenance grew wan, his. 


eyes quite hollow, his breath affected, and his 
whole frame was quite emaciated. Is now  hap- 
pily reſtored to health, by the ſole uſe of the Gin- 
{eng Tea. 


K III. 
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Tut honourable Richard Stafford uſed to be. 
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ſeized, as he was walking along, with ſuch a ter- 


baffled by his diſorder, and he truſted to Provi- 


dence to decide his fate. Is now happily reſtored 
to health by the ſole uſe of the Ginſeng Tea. 


9 

rible dizzineſs in his head, that if he had not laid l 
hold of ſomething to have ſupported him, he muſt 14 
have ſell down in the ſtreet; and when he has been 
left by himſelf, he has fell down on the floor, and | ( 
laid inſenſible for ſome time: his phyſicians was [| | 
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Gonk Collier, Eſq. having been ſome years 


in a declining ſtate, his whole frame was entirely 


debilitated. 
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(24) 
debilitated. He went abroad for the benefit of his 
| health, drank the different waters, tried all the 
medicines he heard of, and never mended in the 
teaſt, which almoſt drove him to deſpair. Is now 
happily reſtored to health by the ſole uſe of the 
Ginſeng Tea. 


A 


A xOBLE lord, who has been for many years 
in a deep decline, his whole frame was likewiſe 
debilitated, and he greatly relaxed, little or no ap- 
petite, inclinable to the wind dropſy and yellow 
jaundice, his fight greatly affefted, great trem- 
blings in his nerves, could get no reſt at night, 
ſays he has often prayed for his diſſolution, and the 
agonies he was continually in almoſt tempted him 
to commit ſuicide ; but by the providence of God, 
a friend of the noble lord's went to ſee him, and 
fully perſuaded him to try the Ginſeng Tea, which 
he did, and is now happily reſtored to health by the 
ſole uſe of this tea. 15 
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Joun Clifton, Eſq. turned of ſeventy years of 
age, has been afflicted at times, for above twenty- 


five years, with terrible gouty pains in his limbs, 


and a general ſtorpidity ſeized him, and a violent 


head- ach. Frightened at the ſudden opening and 


ſhutting of the door. He has been troubled from 
his infancy with a terrible flux, which brought him 


to a perfect ſkeleton. After he drank tea in the 


evening, he could get no reſt all that night. The | 


phyſicians had given him over, and he deſpaired 

of ever getting better in this world. Is now hap- 
pily reſtored to health by the ſole uſe of the Gin- 

ſeng Tea. | | 


& aA 5 VIh 


Tux Rev. James Floyd was allied with a 
nervous diſorder from an infant; all the advice he 
had proved abortive. He went abroad for the be- 


nefit of his health, as tutor to a noblemen, drank 


the different waters, but to little or no effect, and 
was reduced to a perfect ſhadow. Is now happily 
reſtored to health by the ſole uſe of the Ginſeng Tea. 
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S A 8 VIII. 


Miss Harriot Moulton, daughter of Edward 
Moulton, Eſq. has been conſtantly afflicted with 
laughing and crying hyſterics, riſing in the throat, 
continual pain in her ſtomach, violent pain in her 
head, bad ſight, and great teneſmus. Is now hap- 
pily reſtored to health by the ſole uſe of the Gin- 
ſeng Tea. 


WITNESSES. 
"Epwarp MovuLlTtoxn, Eſq. 
Wu. Hexnay Winpsos, Eſq. 
Ep. Nox rTroN Havrxs, Eſq. 
GEO. HENRY DUN coRR, Eſq. 
CATH Mo 
A LA who lives in New Ormond Street, has 
been afflicted for a number of years with a dread- 
ful nervous complaint, which lately affected her 
head, and obſtrutted her hearing to a moſt alarm- 
ing degree. After drinking this tea for ſome time, 
the 


C00 


the other day, to her great ſurprize, as ſhe blew her 


noſe, a large worm abour four inches long came 


into her handkerchief; and fince then one hundred 
and thirty-four more worms of different ſizes. 
Is now happily reſtored to health by the ſole uſe 
of the Ginſeng Tea. 


F X. 


Miss Lucy Clark, daughter of Sir Edmond 
Clark, has been conſtantly afflicted with laughing 
and crying hyſterics, riſing in the throat, continual 
| pain in her ſtomach, violent pain in her head, de- 
| preſſion and lowneſs of ſpirits, deſpair and melan- 
choly, walking in her ſleep, terrible agitation in 
her ſtomach and bowels, wind, and ſour belchings. 
Is now happily reſtored to health by the ſole uſe 
of the Ginſeng Tea. 
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Tux right honourable Viſcount B 


n's daugh- 
ter has been afflicted from her infancy with a dread- 
ful nervous diſorder, attended with laughing and 


D 2 crying 
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crying hyſteric fits, ſtrong convulſions in her bow- 


els, and a foaming at her mouth, in which ſhe has 
lain ſometimes fighting and ſtruggling for hours 
together ; after theſe dreadful fits are over, ſhe is 
ſcarcely able to move herſelf in bed for a fortnight 
together. Is now happily reſtored to health by the 
ſole uſe of the Ginſeng Tea. 


EA XII. 

Miss Louiſa Collins, daughter of John Collins, 
Eſq. was afflicted with a bleeding from her lungs 
and noſe, tremblings all over her, ſudden ſtartings 
in her ſleep, a general ſtorpidity all over, violent 
head-ach, continual ſpaſms, and at times loſs of her 
ſpeech and memory ; ſhe has been afflicted this ten 
years; I always obſerved that after ſhe drank her 
breakfaſt, ſhe complained of a terrible gnawing in 
her ſtomach. I ſaw an advertiſement in the paper 
very near my daughter's caſe ; I deſired a lady of 
my acquaintance to ſend me down in the country 


a dozen papers of the Ginſeng Tea, which ſhe did; 
and before my daughter had drank it a month, ſhe 


Way 
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Was quite another perſon; and by continuing it, ſhe 
enjoys a good ſtate of health. 


This pleaſing and wholeſome beverage is prepared 


by an eminent phyſician, at a great expence of 
herbs, roots, and flowers, both Engliſh and fo- 


reign, in a particular manner never before diſco- | 


 yered. 


As the author is likewiſe a ſurgeon, he has de- 


| ſcribed the parts of the plants, alluding to ana-. 


tomy, which was never attempted to be done 
hefore. t 


Their parts are divided by the botaniſt in ſimu- 
lar and diſimular. | 


The ſimular are thoſe five which are one and the 


| ſame ſabſtance, and cannot be divided into other 


parts; and becauſe they have no proper names of 
their own, they do by a kind of analogy borrow 
them from the parts of living creatures, as 1ſt. 
fleſh, 2d. nerves, gd. veins, 4th. ſkin, 5th. juice. 
_ Fleſh is the more ſubſtantial part of the plant, and 
doth 
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doch many times admit of all dimenſions, as in 


pears, apples, plumbs, melons, and ſuch like fruit, 


the fleſh is that which is contained under the ſkin... 


| Nerves and veins are by ſome comprehended 


under the name of fibres, and are diſperſed through- 
out the whole plant, as nerves and veins are in 


living creatures, which may be eafily disjoined 


from the fleſh, according to the longitude; but 


there is a difference betwixt them, for nerves are 


ſmaller and dryer, but the veins are greater, and 
being hollow do contain in them that moiſture 
which gives nouriſhment to the Plant, which hol- 
lowneſs, though it cannot eaſily be ſeen, yet it may 
be perceived by the juice they ſend forth ; which 


A 


is ſometimes white, as in ſpunge, ſow-thiſtles, &c. 


wherewith the ſtalks, boughs, leaves, fruit, and 


ſometimes yellow as celendine. The ſkin is that 


ſometimes the roots are covered, as with a thin 


garment. The juice (which in this place doth 
comprehend alſo the tear) is anſwerable 'to the 
blood in living creatures. N 


* 
* 


The difimular are thoſe wherein the fimular 


parts are contained, which alſo are five, 1ſt. roots, 


5 2d. 
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2d. ſtalks, gd. leaves, 4th. flowers, 5th. Bede. 


The root is the lowermoſt part of the plant, which 


anſwers to the mouth in a man, and being faſtened 
in the earth, draws convenient nouriſhment unto 
it, and-ſupplies all its parts. The ſtalk 1s that part 


of the plant which riſes up from the root, and is as 


it were a pipe to convey the nouriſhment (being | 
more fully concoRed) to the reſt of the parts, 
within which many times there is a pith, which 


conſiſts of fleſh, and ſometimes of fleſhy nerves 
and moiſture. The leaf 1s that part of the plant, 
which is ſent forth from the main ſtalk by another 
leſſer ſtalk, and conſiſts of three fimular parts, as 


veins, ſinews, and fleſh, The flower is the beauty 
of the plant, ariſing from the moſt refined and con- 


. cotted matter, and therefore is moſt commonly of 


a different colour from the leaves, as white, red, 


blue, yellow, and ſometimes mixed, and doth con- 


ſiſt of three ſimular parts, as veins, ſinews, and 


fleſh, wherein is alſo comprehended the juice, be- 


ſides the ſtalk, and thrum, or pointels, thereto 


belonging; which pointels have veins and ſine ws, 
but they are ſmaller than thoſe of the flower, as 
thoſe of the flower are much leſs than thoſe of the 


green 


@ 
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green leaves. And doubtleſs the thrum and poin- 


tels are the origination of ſeed; and I believe of 


the flower likewiſe, for I take moſt pointels to be 
hot and moiſt. And if you do obſerve, you may 
ſee upon many flower (eſpecially about the poin- 
tels) a ſoft ſmall ſand, or duſt like matter, which 
is a ſpirituous moiſture proceeding from the poin- 
tels, and after indurated or hardened by the ſun. 


Now one reaſon that 1 belleve the flower to have 


its origination from the pointels, is, becauſe I 
have with a mic el ope examined ſome of the 


| aforeſaid duſt, which I took from A lilly, and I 


found that every ſmall atom-like part thereof,* had 


the perfect reſemblance or figure of the whole 


flower. The ſeed is that part of the plant which 


is endowed with a vital principle, to bring forth its 


like, and it contains potentially the whole plant in 


it. All plants have natural and vital ſpirits. 
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